THE  LIFE  STORY  OF  A  BRAHMAN
plantain leaves decorated with gold paper and tinsel.    It is
ually round or triangular in shape, and in the case of wealthy
ople the crown is often adorned with real pearls.
When she sees her daughter-in-law, she takes off the extra
ri of ceremony and presents it to her.
Some Brahmans hold that of all the multifarious ceremonies
at can be performed in connexion with a wedding only ten
:es are essential; these are: the feet-washing, honey-sipping,
:e-throwing, date-naming, present-making, clothes-donning,
ride-giving, oath-taking, seven steps, and feeding.    It will
leer even the most industrious student of modern Hinduism
> count up how many of these ceremonies we have worked
trough,  for by now we are in the middle of the bride*
iving and have arrived at the important point of thread"
irding.
A string is prepared made of twenty-four threads of white
otton, each of which is in length four times the length of th<
tridegroom's or the bride*** forearm, and this the priest put<
ike a chain round the  neck   of  both bride  and groom
Precisians say that a twofold strand of cotton ought to b<
vound seven times round the waist of the bride and groon
md five times round their necks, and this is still done b;
certain Dakhatjt Brahmans,)    Once the bride and groom hav
;aken their seats, they ought not to move at all till the pries
gives permission, so the priest h supposed to look at ther
when they are seated, measure with hta eye the distance the
are from each other, and then make the thread exactly tt
requisite length.   As a matter of fact, however, the cord
prepared beforehand, and they do gently move nearer or farthi
apart to suit it
We have noticed the bride and bridegroom's costumes;
this point, whilst he is arranging the thread^ we may stay
observe the priest's.   He wears the auspicious red turban ai
has the red mark on his forehead, and his white lom*cloth h
a red border;.   His coat is white, but his scarf of ceremony
very likely to be red, though it may be any auspicious colot